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Mortlake Public School  
School perimeter security fencing 

The Client
Mortlake Public School (Brays Rd, Concord NSW).  

The school was established with the opening on 27 July 1887 of a 
wooden structure of two classrooms on a 2 acre. The enrolment at 
the end of the year was 135. A new school was officially opened on 
2nd August 1924, with the addition of an acre to the school site 
and new buildings to accommodate the growing enrolment. Current 
enrolments are about 300 students having reached a high of 1,346 
many years ago.  

Project Background

On 23 May 2013 The Inner West Courier, reported that parents of 
Mortlake Public School were appealing to the government to have 
a school security fence installed. The story followed the incident of 
four pupils at Haberfield Public School having been sexually 
assaulted. The Courier was very active in giving a public profile to 
the ultimately successful campaign by the school community to 
have a fence installed. Drummoyne state Liberal MP John Sidoti 
was also active in assisting the school. 

In June 2013, The Sunday Telegraph ran a story regarding the 
problem of intruders entering the grounds of NSW schools without 
permission, stating it was being reported twice a week and that 
there were 20 reports of intruders at government schools during 
term 4 in 2014. The incidents reported include intruders going 
through students’ bags, making contact with students, abusing 
teachers and offering students lollies.  

The story reported that school security fences were introduced by 
the NSW department of education in 2002, and that 826 of the 
2,200 government schools had perimeter security fencing installed, 
costing $96 million to 30 June 2012. It state “schools with security 
fences report a significant reduction in break-ins and vandalism, 
resulting in students and communities having access to better 
facilities”. 

Mortlake Public School was featured in the article and included the 
image at right of school students and parents. School security 
fencing has been installed at nearby Concord Public, Concord High 
and Strathfield North Public where it was no doubt proving highly 
effective. The Mortlake PS P&C president at the time, Kaye 
Callander, was reported as saying the school community had been 
lobbying for 6 years to similarly receive a school security perimeter 
fence and had gathered over 600 signatures that were later tabled 
in parliament. She explained that the school occupied a full 
residential block and the playground was frequently used as a 
thoroughfare by members of the public and that the existing 900m 
high welded mesh fence (shown in the image right) “provides no 
security whatsoever”. She is quoted as saying “Last week a person 
entered from the main gate at the school and walked through the 
playground and right through to the other end of the school and 

An early image of the school frontage to 
Brays Road. Estimated 1930’s 

The school frontage on Brays Road after the 
installation of the new fence. 

Members of the Mortlake Public School public 
school community during the campaign to get a 

school security fence 
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exited from the other side” and "It's safety and security, and the 
well-being of our children is critical - this needs to happen". The 
school at the time was setting about raising the funds necessary to 
fund the fence themselves.  

On 28 June 2013, a Risk Management Officer of the Department 
completed a security risk assessment at the school. A formal report 
detailing the recommended security strategies was provided to the 
Principal for the school's consideration.  

In June 2013 Bluedog Fences was approached by the school to 
provide a budget estimate price to manufacture and install the 
powder coated tubular steel fencing. 

On 13 August 2013 a petition was lodged with the Legislative 
Assembly of the Parliament of New South Wales by Mr John Sidoti 
MP, Member for Drummoyne, requesting the installation of security 
fencing at Mortlake Public School. 

On about 10 September 2013, the Minister of Education advised 
that a project to install security fencing at Mortlake Public School 
was nominated for inclusion in a future capital works program. The 
Minister also advised that another possible funding option for the 
school was to apply for funding from the Public School Upgrade 
Program, that allows public schools to apply for up to $200,000 in 
funding to renovate facilities in poor condition. 

In July 2014, The Courier reported that the school  had finally been 
successful in its bid to have a perimeter security fence installed, 
and in December 2014 it reported Drummoyne state Liberal MP 
John Sidoti attending the school to present a cheque for $49,995 
through the Community Building Partnership program and that 
figure has been matched dollar for dollar by the Department of 
Education. Mr Sidoti is quoted as saying “People power has won 
again with this great announcement through the NSW 
Government’s Community Building Partnerships program.” 

Bluedog was mentioned in the June 2013 The Sunday Telegraph
article as an approved fencing supplier. Bluedog was awarded the 
project based on a finalised scope. The school expressed a desire 
to purchase fencing manufactured in Australia. 

Project Statistics 
Product: SecuraTop

®
 school security fence system 

Style:  2100mm high crushed spear top profile 

Length: 550m incl. gates 

Duration: 7 weeks  

Completion Date June 2015 

Final Contract Sum: ~$115k 

Mortlake Public School P&C president Kaye Callander 
and her husband Richard, pictured with daughters 

Jess, 11, and Brook, 8, have led a campaign to install 
security fencing (The Courier, 2013)

The front alignment of the school on  
Bray’s Road with the previous 900mm high 

welded mesh fencing. 

Drummoyne state Liberal MP John Sidoti and school 
students celebrate the news of a new fence. 
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Project Description 
The school needed to get approval to fence in close proximity to a 
significant tree, a Morton Bay Fig, on one fence alignment. This 
took quite some time and in January 2015 Bluedog was contracted 
to manufacture the materials and installing the fencing.  

The program of works involved: 

� Meeting with the client on site multiple time to discuss 
specific requirements. 

� Preparation of detailed dilapidation reports. 

� Manufacture of materials. 

� Location of underground services. 

� Demolish and remove existing welded mesh fencing and 
gates. 

� Excavate new post footings, place and set posts to height. 

� Assembly the fence including the installation of a lockable 
and weatherproof letterbox.  

� Install the gates. 

� Complete Inspection and Test Plans. 

Project Specific Challenges 
� Excavating footings in close proximity to the large roots of a 

Morton Bay Fig without damaging the roots. 

� Working during record rainfall in Sydney. 

� Design and install of a self-closing single gate at the main 
entrance to be fitted with a dead latch and electric strike with 
key pad and intercom access. 

� Configuration of double gates so the gate leaves could swing 
back on themselves so as to not impinge on the available 
parking space.  

� Developing, implementing and monitoring stringent WHS work 
flow protocols for working during school term. 

Innovation & Added Value 
� Sleeving a new fence post over the existing posts. This saved 

the client money, increased the speed of installation, and 
eliminated the need to disturb posts that had synthetic grass 
set around the posts. 

� Design and manufacture of custom posts to allow erection of 
the fence around the roots of the Morton Bay Fig. 

� Arrange trenching for a comms conduit from the PA gate to 
the school reception to allow staff to unlock the gate to allow 
entry to the school.  

� Use of Bluedog Eternity
®
 Hinges at a set of double gates that 

allow the gate to swing back on itself. 

� Use of D&D Technology ReadFit
®
 hydraulic hinges for the 

large self closing gate at the main access. 

� Removal of a large quantity of spoil that had accumulated 
along the fence. 

Self-closing single gate at the main entrance to 
be fitted with a dead latch and electric strike with 

key pad access. 

The roots of a very large Morton Bay Fig 
extended along some 15 metres of the fence 

alignment. 


